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Dear Parent/Carer,

Welcome to-our November newsletter

Well done
to Beech
and Birch!

School absence is proven to have a significant negative impact upon a
child’s educational fulfilment and further education. This can lead to
many issues such as:

* Falling behind with their schoolwork

* Not do as well in their exams

* Miss out on social interaction and necessary life skills
* Be involved in antisocial behaviour or crime

* Future acceptance of jobs/college/university

Regular attendance is not only a legal requirement but is essential for
children/young people to maximise their educational opportunities.
Failure to attend school regularly may lead to a referral to the Education
Welfare Service.

What is the role of the Education Welfare and EOTAS Service?
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In Nottingham City, Education Welfare Officers work closely with schools and families to resolve
attendance issues. Government research shows a clear correlation between regular attendance at school

and pupil progress and achievement.
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The Education Welfare and EOTAS (Education Other Than At School) Service provides best practice

regarding school attendance
Schools will refer pupils to the Education Welfare Service if:
*A pattern of irregular attendance, lateness or persistent absence is worsening

+It has not been clearly demonstrated that parents are fulfilling their legal responsibility for ensuring their

child attends school regularly

evidence is provided, the absence will be unauthorised.

Medical appointments ROy

We expect parents to make medical and dental appointments for their children before or
after school or during the school holidays whenever possible. If this is not possible,
confirmation of the appointment will be required prior to authorising the absence. If no

Children are expected to attend school prior to the appointment and parents are
expected to return their children to school following the appointment. If your child does
not attend school before or after the appointment the absence will be unauthorised.
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Impact of lateness

Over a school year —

5 minutes late every day = 3 days absent
15 minutes late every day = 10 days absent
30 minutes late every day = 19 days absent

Pupils arriving late miss valuable teaching and learning time and it can contribute to them
becoming anxious.

School starts at 8.30am, arriving after this time will mean your child will incur a late mark.

Help and support

School staff are committed to working with parents to ensure
any problems are dealt with straight away in order for pupils to

feel happy and safe and achieve to the best of their ability. If
parents have any concerns relating to attendance or lateness
that they wish to discuss, please contact Mrs O’Connor on
01159155719 option 1.




